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Feast of St John the Baptist

The first Grand Lodge in England was formed on 24th June 1717, which is the feast day of John the
Baptist. This was a deliberate act, and pays tribute to the Saint who was widely regarded as the
patron of stonemasons right the way through the Middle Ages.
St. John the Baptist had a strict demeanor and a positive personality. He grew a prominent ministry
and a large following over the course of his long life, preaching on a variety of important topics at the
time and is one of the most significant characters represented in the Bible.
The first Grand Lodge in England was formed on 24th June 1717, which is the feast day of John the
Baptist. This was a deliberate act and pays tribute to the Saint who was widely regarded as the
patron of stonemasons right the way through the Middle Ages.
To this day, brothers the world over regard the two Holy Johns as the patron saints of our fraternity.
We mark the 24th June and 27th of December in our calendars to celebrate the lives of the saints and
to revel in their historical significance.
In looking toward the future, St. John the Baptist Day is an appropriate celebratory day for
Freemasons, as it is a good day to come together and reflect in our past and in our future.
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A Mason
A Mason's hand is a hand that helps,
That lifts the fallen one,
That comes, in need, with a kindly deed
To him whose strength is gone.
A Mason's heart is a heart that loves
The best that is good and true
He stands the friend, his best to lend,
Under his banner blue.
A Mason's eye is an eye that smiles
And his a cheering voice
He spreads the light, dispels the night
And makes the world rejoice.
Over the earth in stranger lands,
Where distant peoples dwell,
The eye, the grip, the life, the lip,
Of love unchanging tell.

Just a reminder

